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PhotoMail is an occasional picture newsletter for those with an interest in photography,
nature and the environment, travel, Africa, Zambia, Zambian life and happening things
And especially for those who just like looking at pictures
Send your feedback - PhotoMail will be developed in line with what its subscribers want to see
Photomail is available for free subscription by emailing me at wildfoto@wildfotoafrica.com

Environmental Photographer of the Year 2015 -
Awards Exhibition

In this PhotoMail, news from an international photo awards exhibition.

In recent years, there has emerged a plethora of photo competitions - most of them with the
apparent objective of making money for their organisers by way of entry fees. But a few are major
awards which are more properly committed to the support and promotion of photography and it's
uses as an important communication tool, so their entry fees are nil. One of these is the Environmental
Photographer of the Year Awards ('EPOTY' Awards).

The photograph below has been selected as a 2015 finalist and is included in the Award's exhibition
at the Royal Geographic Society London, and then in an exhibition tour. The winners of the awards
will be selected from the exhibited work and announced at the exhibition preview event in June.

The photograph shows a beautiful, natural scene with Man apparently at peace with Nature. But the
story behind the picture tells of something quite different...

OSTERE

Flshermon & Whife Water, Lucrpulc: Rwer DR Congo,r’lombro Border

The overall theme of the EPOTY Awards is “social and natural issues of the environment”, and the
objective is "to enhance understanding of the causes, consequences and solutions fo climate
change and social inequality".

The finalists are selected to form the Awards’ exhibition of up to 100 photographs, usually from a
worldwide entry of over 10,000. The finalists' and award winners’ work is widely publicised in the
international press and media.

EPOTY is supported and organised by:

Atkins, the international design, projects and environmental consultancy
CIWEM, the Chartered Institute of Water & Environmental Management
Forestry Commission England; and,

Forest Art Works

THE STORY BEHIND THE PICTURE

The above photograph is from the long term Spirit of the Land panoramic photography project &
exhibifions on the remote Africa landscape and the people who live off it. This subsistence fisherman
is rod-and-line fishing for very small fish because that is all that's left in this over-fished sectfion of the
river.

Unconfrolled and unsustainable fishing with small aperiure gill nets is threatening even big rivers such
as this on the D R Congo/Zambia border. Now, netting using anti-malaria bed nets donated by
international aid agencies is widespread (see picture below from the same area) and this
exacerbates an already serious problem - such nets removing not just small fish but also all fingerlings
and even the fish eggs, thus quite literally killing a once rich river and threatening the health and
survival of many riverside populations.
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Frshmg with donor aid mosquito nefs, Luapufa Rwer, D R Congof}:'omblo border
Donor-aided anti-malaria bed nets, intended to save lives, are used by fishermen such as
these and in villages and towns fo make fencing in chicken runs. Also, the white nets are
used to make wedding dresses.

THIS WEEK'S PRINT OFFER

framed print
fomte SPIRIT OF THE LAND

PANORAMICAFRICA collection

To reserve this framed print, please email wildfoto@uwildfotoafrica.com

Typical framing lustration

Title:  Dawn, Luapula River, D R Congo/Zambia border Edition: Signed Limited Edition of 100

ref: LZmL.33)
Print; Fine Art pigment ink printed on
Photographer’s Note: archival heavyweight art media,
The rising mist of a cold July morning, turbulent waters and matted & solid wood framed
a golden sunrise combined in this spectacular scene on a
remote section of the Luapula River. The scene made me Framed size: 116cm x 64cm (46°x257)
think of the English romanticist landscape painter J M W
Turner (1775-1851). But maybe he would have added an Price: Gallery price - US$280
old steamboat emerging through the mist... OFFER price - US$250 one only

SEE MORE FINE ART PRINTS FROM THIS COLLECTION AT
WWW.SPIRIT-OF-THE-LAND.COM
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